
As Christians we pray, but how much do we think about “prayer?” 
 

Dr. Derwin Gray has some important 

things to say to us about what prayer 

is and how we ought to think about 

prayer.  One of the aspects of our 

typical prayer life that Dr. Gray talks 

about is how narrow our prayers 

often are.  It’s something that almost 

all of us fall into so very easily: We 

spend all of our prayer time asking for 

things.  We ask for blessings, healing for ourselves and others, 

needs in our lives that we can’t provide for ourselves, divine 

interventions when we feel powerless… so many things! 
 

Now, God wants us to turn to him for everything, including our 
needs, but our prayers quickly turn into a needs and wants list to 

God.  Dr. Gray says that often we think of God as “a spiritual 

ATM.” 
 

I think that’s a pretty good metaphor: A spiritual ATM.  We put in 

our card, punch in how much we need,  hope there’s enough in 

our account, and out it comes.  We take it and go on our way.   
 

Dr. Gray says, “We spend so much time asking God for things that 

we don’t ask God for God.”  That’s a pretty profound statement.  

I’m not suggesting that we not pray for our needs and the needs of 

others, but Jesus says, “Your Father knows what you need before 

you ask Him.” 
 

What if we take some time to “ask God for God?”  What if we 

take time to ask God to reveal himself more and more to us?  That 

would cause us to spend less time talking and more time listening.  

Spending more time listening and less time talking is probably what 

we should do in most all our interactions –with 

God and with one another.  In both 

circumstances I think we would all experience 

more understanding and peace in our lives.  And 

isn’t that something that we all could use in our 

lives? 

Blessings 

            <><  
Pastor Mark Wright  
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Clerk of Session 

Melanye Lunsford 
 

Administration 

John Gurney 
 

Congregational Care & Welcome 

Wes Ashworth 
 

Christian Education 

Kevin Robinson 
 

Fellowship & Pastoral Care 

Suzanne Dunn 
 

Property 

Jim Barkley 
 

Meaningful Service 

Linda Stamps 
 

 

 

CURRENT ELDER CLASSES 
 

Class of 2021 

Wesley Ashworth, Suzanne Dunn,  

Kevin Robinson 
 

Class of 2022 

Jim Barkley, John Gurney 
 

Class of 2023 

Linda Stamps 

Current Session Elders 



Given in thanksgiving for 

Jim Barkley, Hollis Wimpee, 

and Billy Staggs 

for all they do to help Ann Cross. 
 

Given anonymously 

 

PW Coordinating Team will meet 
Sunday, November 7, immediately 
following worship. 
 
PW Bible Study:   The next class is Sunday, 
November 14, following worship.  Our next lesson is 
Lesson 2 in What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning 
from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus by 
Merryl Blair. 
 

Lesson 2: “Tamar” found on page 21. 
 

Scripture: Genesis 38 
 

Focus: Tamar’s story takes us into the world of 
a powerless but resourceful outsider. 
Tamar’s actions will be a strong lesson 
for the patriarch, Judah, and will 
contribute to the continuation of the 
family line that leads to David and, 
ultimately, to Jesus. 

 
Questions?  Contact Mary Ann Epperson.  

 
All women are 

invited to attend!   
 

*If you haven’t gotten a study book, you can find one in the 
cabinet on the west wall in the Session Room.* 

At the close of 2021, three of our Session members 

will conclude their terms. We are deeply grateful for 

the faithful leadership of Kevin, Suzanne, and Wes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Will you answer the call to continue their vital 

service?  CPC needs you now more than ever! Please 

prayerfully consider this leadership opportunity. Reach 

out to any Session member to discuss. 
  

Remember:  You don’t have to be perfect to lead 

— but rather humbly serve the One who is!   

~ PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  ~ LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY  

Classes meet weekly at 9:30am 
 

 Middle/High School: Led by John and Amanda Gurney 
and Ashley Wright, this class is 
currently studying Joyce Myers’ 
Battlefield of the Mind for Teens.  
This group meets in the Youth 
Room. 

 Adult Class: Led by Kevin Robinson, this class is 
currently studying from The Present 
Word series.  Class meets in the 
After Dave room next to the office. 

We currently do not have a children’s class.  Please note that 
while we don’t have a leader, there are no children in this 
age group attending regularly.  However, it would be good to 
have something organized and ready.  If you would be 
interested in leading this class, please contact Kevin 
Robinson. 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 

 
See a member of the Meaningful Service 

Committee and get your ticket(s).  Funds raised 
will be donated to Pinecrest.   

~ STEWARDSHIP UPDATE  

as off October 8, 2021 
 

 YTD Income: $118,271 
 YTD Expenses: $104,598 
 YTD Net Ordinary Income: $13,673 

 

Parenthesis indicate negative number. 
 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord your God that he has given you. 

Deuteronomy 16:17 

~ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

mailto:maryannepp@att.net?subject=Bible%20Study
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~ MEANINGFUL SERVICE ~   

Our little church, with the support of the community, 

provided most of the coats and winter needs for our 

neighbors in need.  Please keep in mind as you 

prepare for colder days that we have so many friends 

in need.  See the list below.  As always, the need is 

always greatest for men.  With every item, no matter 

how small, you are making a difference. Questions?  

Contact Linda Stamps at 

lindastamps@comcast.net or 901.359.7898. 

LUNCH MINISTRY 
Thanks to those who provided for September lunches: 

Hollis & Karen Wimpee Mike & Susan Miller 

Suzanne Dunn Meredith Hall 

Linda Stamps 
 

Our next day to provide lunches is November 2.  We’d appreciate help 

providing sandwiches or other items, or you can provide the completed lunch 

(dessert, fruit/fruit cup, chips and protein based sandwich—no condiments).  If 

you’d be able to help deliver, let us know!   Contact Meredith Hall at 

mtm352000@yahoo.com or text/call at 901.468.8556. 

Long sleeve shirts 

Sweats 

Coats, jackets 

Gloves, hats, scarfs 

Thermal wear 

Socks 

Blankets 

Sleeping bags 

Shoes 

We will continue to take ALL donations.   

COMPUTERS FOR CONSTANCE ABBEY 
We’re so excited that we were able 

to provide Constance Abbey with 

two laptop computers and one tablet!  

This would not have been possible 

without the help of Dick Wieland 

who has taken computers that didn’t 

work and, with his magic, we had 

these computers.  Our goal is to 

provide 5 computers for a computer 

lab as well as some more tablets for 

volunteers and staff.   
 

If you have an extra computer (laptop or desktop) or a 

tablet, please consider donating.  Even if it is not working, 

Dick will do his best to get it running.  
 

Thanks, Dick, for making this all possible!    

mailto:lindastamps@comcast.net?subject=Sharing%20the%20Warmth
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Beginner’s Hat 

Sunday, October 24th 

12:30pm 

Meet in the Fellowship Hall 

Beginner’s Scarf 

Sunday, October 31st 

12:30pm 

Meet in the Fellowship Hall 

Collierville Presbyterian Church 
202 W. Poplar Ave | 901.853.4226 

colliervillepresbyterian@gmail.com 

Register here for class(es) 
Questions?  Contact Linda Stamps at lindastamps@comcsat.net. 

 

Hosted by Fellowship and Meaningful Service Committees. 

Bracelet Fun 

Saturday, November 13th 

12:30pm 

Meet in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Space is limited.  Supplies & light lunch provided. 

Make your reservation(s) at least 2 days prior to each class.  

Donations are always welcomed. 

with Heather Stamps 

with Linda Stamps 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c49aaaf29a2ff2-learn




This special letter came not long after the shooting at our Kroger.  This is worth sharing. 



Cost: $59 per person* 
Where: Shady Grove Presbyterian 
When: Sunday, October 24 
Time: 5:00-8:00pm 

 Dress:  Casual and warm! We’ll be outside for the entire event 
 Bring:   Your own lawn chair or blanket 
 Park:   Shady Grove Presbyterian,  5530 Shady Grove Rd 
 Keep in Mind:  This event is ADULTS only 
 Rain Plan:  There’s too much going on to reschedule! 

 

Eat, drink, be merry, AND make sure Pinecrest stays a  

“place set apart where people of all ages can come to listen for God.” 

 

Just like previous years, CampFood and Cocktails will be a casual event, full of friends, with tasty food and our 

ever-popular “Pinecrest Cinnamon Roll” cocktail.  There will be twinkling lights and a campfire, and PLENTY of 

convenient parking, as we will be nestled on the scenic grounds of Shady Grove Church, right next to their large 

parking lot. 

*$75 at the door.  Event is ADULTS ONLY since alcohol will be served. 

To purchase tickets: 

Email Lucy Cummings at 

lucy@camppinecrest.org, then mail your 

payment to: 
 

Pinecrest 

PO Box 36 

LaGrange, TN 38046 
 

Tickets will be emailed or held at will-call. 

SPARK Sponsorship - $345 
 2 tickets to the event 
 Name on the big screen at the event 
 
 
 
 
 

TORCH Sponsorship - $1000 
 4 tickets to the event 

 Name on the big screen at the event 

 Two CampFood and Cocktail long 
sleeve t-shirts (we'll need your sizes) 

 
 
 

BONFIRE Sponsorship - $1500 
 4 tickets to the event 

 Name on the big screen at the event 

 Two CampFood and Cocktail long 
sleeve t-shirts (we'll need your sizes) 

 Pair of jersey Pinecrest PJs (we'll need 
your size here also) 

To sponsor, please contact Lucy at lucy@camppinecrest.org.  The deadline is October 11. 

Proceeds benefit  
Pinecrest Camp & Retreat Center 





LEND YOUR VOICE 

The Greater Memphis Area Chapter of  

The National Black Presbyterian Caucus  

along with the  

Presbytery of the Mid-South presents 

A Celebration Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Sunday, January 16, 2022 at 3:00 pm 

 

 We would love to have a Churchwide Choir 

comprised of members from our churches 

within our Presbytery.  If you are interested in 

participating, please email Natalie Toombs by 

October 31,2021 at natoombs@yahoo.com or 

call 901-286-0797. 

Epiphany Lutheran Church is 

collecting socks for Calvary Rescue 

Mission and Memphis Union Mission 

as their October service project.  

Grab a pair (or two) while you’re 

out!  Donations can be dropped off 

in the tub in the east hall of the 

church.  Or, feel free to drop the off 

in the outside bins (label bag “ELC”). 

mailto:natoombs@yahoo.com
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