
Collierville Presbyterian Church | 202 W Poplar Ave | Collierville, TN  38017 | 901.853.4226 | colliervillepres.org 

Clerk of Session 

Mary Ann Epperson 
 

Administration/Treasurer 

John Gurney 
 

Congregational Care & Welcome 

Patrick Seiler 
 

Christian Education 

TBD 
 

Fellowship & Pastoral Care 

Meredith Hall 
 

Property 

Jim Barkley 
 

Meaningful Service 

Linda Stamps 
 

Worship 

Jessica Williams 
 

 

CURRENT ELDER CLASSES 

Class of 2022 

Jim Barkley, John Gurney 
 

Class of 2023 

Linda Stamps 
 

Class of 2025 

Mary Ann Epperson, Meredith Hall,  

Patrick Seiler, Jessica Williams 

Pastor Mark 

Summer is upon us.  I can’t even say it without thinking about the 

famous song from Gershwin’s “Porgy and Bess.” “Summertime, 

and the living is easy…” it goes.  It’s certainly not true all the time 

-summertime living isn’t always easy.  But it’s nice to remember 

and think about when it has been in our lives.  Vacations at the 

lake, or sitting by a mountain stream, or lying on the beach in the 

sunshine, our cares washed away for at least a little while.   

 

These days so full of war, sickness, anger, rancor, interpersonal 

conflict, unimaginable violence, economic unease, crippling 

anxiety, it’s hard to imagine we’ll ever experience that peaceful 

summertime feeling again.  “Oh, I don’t know what’s going to 

happen next in this world today!” we think, as if there were us, 

and then the world out there.  But that’s not true.  We are a part 

of the world and what goes on in it whether we’d like to admit it 
or not.  Even if we’re not doing the shooting or making the laws; 

this is the world we are part of.  And we contribute to the chaos 

of it, not just in the things west and do as individuals, but though 

the actions and the words of the groups and associates we are a 

part of.  I know it’s hard to admit, but every one of us contributes 

to both the good and the bad of our world.  We always have and 

we always will.   

 

Maybe a little summertime getaway could give us some personal 

distance and room to think about how we do both - the good and 

the bad.  In what ways do we create more peace; in what ways do 

we, or are we, part of taking away peace? Where is there enmity 

in our lives?   

 

We can never be at peace unless we are at peace with others.   

Maybe it’s more little things we can do; maybe it’s a big thing that 

truly changes us.  The question is which way will our faith lead us 

-toward a summertime of more discord or more peace? 

 

   Blessings <>< 



Special offering  

Sunday, June 5 



as off March 16 , 2022 
 

 YTD Income: $43,961 
 YTD Expenses: $57,277 
 YTD Net Ordinary Income: ($13,316) 

 

Parenthesis indicate negative number. 
 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing 
of the Lord your God that he has given you. 

Deuteronomy 16:17 

PW Coordinating Team: The next meeting is Sunday, June 5, immediately 
following worship. 
 
PW Bible Study:  The next class is Sunday, June 12, following worship .  
We’ll be looking at Lesson 8 in What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning 
from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus by Merryl Blair.  Feel free to 
bring a snack or sacked lunch. 
 

Lesson 8: “Mary in the Faith & Tradition of the Church” found on page 
61.  

 

Scripture: Luke 1:26-56; 2:1-52 and John 2:5; 19:25-27  
 

Focus: No biblical woman has captured the imagination of the faithful 
as thoroughly as Mary.  As someone who understands the fears and grief of motherhood, she has 
been a sympathetic figure to women through the ages.  Mary is also the model disciple for all 
followers of Jesus.  She allowed God to work in her despite the risk and pointed others to faith in 
Jesus. 

 
Questions?  Contact Mary Ann Epperson.  

All women are invited to attend!   

~ PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

~ PRAYER CONCERNS 

Below are prayer concerns from the Presbytery 

of the Mid-South for April.  Please add these to 

your prayers for the week: 

 

Week of 6/5/22: Trinity Presbyterian (Martin, TN) 

 First Presbyterian (McKenzie, TN) 

Week of 6/12/22: Gun violence 

 Balmoral Presbyterian (Memphis, TN) 

 Bethel Presbyterian (Memphis, TN) 

Week of 6/19/22: Ministers, Candidates, Inquirers, 

Commissioned Ruling Elders, and 

Deacons 

Week of 6/26/22: Peace and freedom 

 Presbyterian Women 

 Presbyterian Men Groups 
 Black Presbyterian Caucus 

~ WHEN ADVERSITY KNOCKS 

~ STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

A high school girl was getting frustrated with things in 

her life so she asked her father what to do. Her father 

told her to bring an egg, two tea leaves, and a potato. 

He then brought out three pots, filled them with 

water, and placed them on the stove.  Once the water 

was boiling, he told the young girl to place the items 

into each pot: egg in one, tea leaves in one, and potato 

in the last. After 10 minutes, the father asked the girl 

to peel the egg, peel the potato, and strain the leaves. 

Her father explained, “Each item was placed into the 

same circumstance, boiling water. See how each 

responded differently?”  He continued, “The egg was 

soft, but is now hard. The potato was hard, but is now 

soft. And the tea leaves, they changed the water itself.”  

The father then asked, “When adversity calls, we 
respond in the same manner as they have. Now, are 

you an egg, a potato, or tea leaves?” 

mailto:maryannepp@att.net?subject=Bible%20Study




Many thanks to the Boy Scouts for repairing our fence.  We 
appreciate you giving your time and all the hard work.  It looks 
great! 
*Scouts meet at CPC each Monday at 7pm.  If you know of 
anyone with a child interested in participating, please have them 
contact the church office for more information.  

In May, members of CPC volunteered at First Presbyterian 
in the clothes closet, soup kitchen, and their grocery area.  
What a great time we had meeting so many neighbors!  
Many thanks to those that shared their time: Jim Barkley, 
Meredith Hall, Suzanne Dunn, Beth Jett, Kevin Robinson, 
and David and Jessica Williams.   



GOD’S MASTERPIECE 
 

 

 

 

God took the strength of a mountain, 

The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun, 

The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature, 

The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of ages, 

The power of the eagle’s flight, 

The patience of eternity, 

The depth of a family in need, 

When god combined these qualities, 

When there was nothing more to add, 

His masterpiece was complete, 

And so he called it...Dad. 
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